
Email and MSN messenger – This is one of the most popular uses for the Broadplace with young people.  There are levels of protection on the computers to prevent access to unsuitable chat rooms, but keep an eye out for anything about which you have concerns.  At the back of this section are some resources for safe use of the internet.

After school homework club – Many families don’t have a computer at home with broadband access.  The Broadplace can be a useful resource for doing homework, revision or research.  If the Broadplace is open at the same time the school bus drops the students off, then this can work really well.  It may be worth talking to the local school to see what software or websites they recommend.

Gaming – There are a huge number of online games available over the internet.  Some of the Broadplaces have some gaming software, but if the young people want more they will have to purchase it themselves.  They need to be aware that the software may require higher memory capabilities than the computers currently have.  Please talk to the SOS technicians if there are any queries.  

We have avoided purchasing any software that has a violent aspect.  You may also wish to ensure that young people are not able to access gambling websites either.

Competitions – Why not organise a computer game league?  The games could be played via the big screen so that everyone can watch.  It is useful if you have more people than computers available.  You could also have a gaming competition between Broadplaces, or with other youth clubs.  Talk to the SOS team if you wish to set something up.

Helping others – In return for free use of the Broadplace, ask the young people if they would help out at a drop-in session for people who aren’t so confident with IT.  The experience can be rewarding for both parties and is a good thing to put on their C.V.  Make sure they are familiar with the golden rules of ICT training (see previous section).

Posters, leaflets, calendars and cards – Most young people are very competent on a computer.  Ask them to use their skills to make poster and leaflets for the Broadplace or other community activities.  If they made cards for people, it could be a potential money earner for the Broadplace.  You can buy transfer sheets, which can be printed on, then ironed onto T-Shirts.  This could be a great activity for a youth club.

Digital photography and websites – If you have a village website, offer the youth club a page on it, which they keep updated.  They may like to use the digital camera for taking pictures of local events etc.

Software – there is a wide range of software available that young people may be interested in, e.g. Driving Test Success and music-making software.  Ask the young people to make a few posters showing software and websites available.

Filming – Many Broadplaces have access to a digital film camera.  See if the young people are up for making a film about the local area, local people or their own animation.  If they come up with something original of good quality, then it may be shown on the BBC Local TV channel.

Half term and holiday sessions – Some Broadplaces have had very successful projects for young people in the holidays.  This may involve getting an artist, musician or film maker in to lead sessions.  Contact the local authority or Youth Service to see if there are any grants to pay for resources and tuition.

University and college students – If there are people in the community who are away at university or college, make sure they are aware of the Broadplace facilities.  If they come home in the holidays they may be a useful resource for research, revision and writing up essays, not to mention emailing friends and buying festival tickets!

Steering Group

Make sure that there is at least one representative from the youth club on the Broadplace Steering Group.  If they aren’t willing to come to the main meetings, see if they will have their own meeting every couple of months during a youth club session to talk about any issues and ideas they have.  Feed these into the Steering Group meeting and involve them in any decisions being made. 

Issues and discipline
Involve the young people in determining the rules and acceptable use policy at the Broadplace.  Talk to them about appropriate courses of action if someone were to break the rules.  Peer pressure can be a very powerful tool.

Very few Broadplaces have the resources to replace equipment if it gets damaged, so they need to be aware that any damage needs to be paid for, or they lose the facility.

If someone is causing problems, you may have to ban them from attending sessions for a period of time.  Give them a warning before banning them.  You may wish to contact their parent/guardian to explain why they have been banned.  This is a good idea if you want to avoid any community politics.  You will find that the young person may have an ‘alternative’ tale to tell their parents.

When they come back to the Broadplace after a ban, welcome them back with a clean slate, along with a task to do, so they have the opportunity to prove that they can behave responsibly.  This is more likely to be successful than marking their card and waiting for them to misbehave again.


Teenagers

http://www.miniclip.com/Homepage.htm *

http://www.free-games.to/
http://www.candystand.com/ *

http://www.javagameplay.com/
Over 9’s

http://games.realarcade.com/ *

http://www.bbc.co.uk/games/ *

http://www.foxkids.com/ *

http://www.shockwave.com/ *

http://www.nick.com/ *

http://games.yahoo.com/
http://www.helpisathand.gov.uk/info/links/education-and-learning/youth/ 

http://www.top20kids.com/
http://www.gamehouse.com/
http://www.playray.com/
http://www.kidsdomain.com/games/
Younger Children

http://www.hitentertainment.com/portal/flash/player.asp *

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies *

http://www.web-land.net/
http://www.nickjr.com/ *

http://pbskids.org/ *

Switch on Shropshire will not provide technical support for online gaming, and the sites listed above are a small number of gaming websites available.  Please note that any games downloaded from these sites cannot be guaranteed as safe, although the sites labelled with * are well-known sites that are child friendly and if unsure we advise you keep to these.


Grapplewick Broadplace

I/we are willing for our child(ren) listed below to attend activities at ________________ Broadplace.

Please list any medical conditions of which you wish us to be aware.

Please list any special needs or access requirements that your child has.

In the event of an emergency, please give your contact details:

Name ___________________________________________

Telephone number ________________________________________

Mobile number (if available)__________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

I/we understand that they are expected to use the computers responsibly and within the Broadplace Rules.  

Signed ______________________________  Date _______________

Youth Activities





Online Gaming Sites





Parental Consent Form						BA 2








