Some Websites offering Pre-school Activities

Activity Codes – L3/ST/WY 

Description of Activity
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Welcome to 
http://www.safekids.com
 where you'll find tips, advice and suggestions to make your family's online experience fun and productive!

This activity is self led from the weblink above.  Whilst the attached files offer no further information of the activity itself you may download one of them for record purposes.  You may choose between Word 97 Document (.doc) or Adobe Portable Document File format (.pdf)  
BBC’s Pre-School Resources

A range of links to various sites with games, information, ideas and activities for pre-school children

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/preschool/index.shtml
Enchanted Learning
Website with a variety of resources for pre-school children.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html
Some lovely ideas for pre-school and kindergarten children to make.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/toddler/
Some more sites recommended by the Pre-School Learning Alliance  2004  http://preschool.atalink.co.uk/articles/97.html
· www.childrenfirst.nhs.uk/gt - Whatever a child's age, hospital or ill 

· health can be daunting. This friendly, award-winning site, run by the NHS, aims to put minds at rest. 

· www.crayola.com - Hundreds of art and craft activities, games and fun ideas. 

· www.funwithspot.com - Full of number, counting and colouring activities.

BBC Parenting: 
This website contains a wide range of learning resources suitable for family learning. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/parenting/
 USGS Earthquakes for Kids
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/4kids/

CONTENT:
Earthquakes for Kids is part of the larger US Geological Survey Earthquake Hazards Program site. It includes games and puzzles, science fair ideas, facts, images, and more.

AESTHETICS: 
The site features a user-friendly format with bright informative graphics, even if the homepage is perhaps a little too busy.

ORGANIZATION:
Earthquakes for Kids is easily navigated through the graphical links on the main page. Internal pages link back to the homepage with a link in the top navigation bar.

REVIEW:
This is a great site for students or teachers who are looking for information or teaching materials on earthquakes. Science fair ideas include such topics as Do Lost Pet Ads Predict Earthquakes? and Will Overstressed Bridges Survive Earthquakes? The project ideas include complete descriptions and helpful hints for doing the project yourself. Whether looking for quick facts in the Cool Earthquake Facts or more in depth information in the Science of Earthquakes or need to look up an earthquake word in the Image Glossary students will find the homework help they need. Additionally there is a list of frequently asked questions, today in earthquake history, latest quakes, and information on being prepared. For a little fun while learning there are links to online activities, listed in order of difficulty, and a group of puzzles and games including coloring pages and word searches. A special section for teachers includes resources on topics such as earth structure, earthquakes, plate tectonics, and earthquake prep

aredness. Teaching materials are organized by topic and grade level.

RELATED REVIEWS:
Science: Earth Science

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/science.shtml#Earth%20Science 

Social Sciences: General

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/soc_sci.shtml#General
From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
New York Philharmonic: Kidzone
http://www.nyphilkids.org

CONTENT:
The New York Philharmonic Kidzone is a great tool for introducing young children to the symphony orchestra. It includes information about different instruments, composers and composition in a fun and educational format.

AESTHETICS:
The cartoon-like pages are colorful and will appeal to kids. Each section of the site has a different background color adding variety and interest to the site. QuickTime, Shockwave, Real Player, and Flash are required and can be downloaded from the Help section.

ORGANIZATION:
The user-friendly image map allows users to roll the mouse over the images and see a preview of what's there before they click. There is also a text navigation bar at the bottom of the front page and a side navigation menu on the subsequent pages.

REVIEW:
This interactive and educational site provides a wealth of information and activities about the symphony orchestra that is geared toward the young child.  Students can access five different musicians' lounges to learn about the musicians of the Philharmonic and their instruments through text and videos. They can learn about the different types of instruments by visiting the Instrument Storage Room and then proceed to the Instrument Lab to invent their own instrument online. If that isn't enough, students can also create their own compositions in as many as seven different ways in the Composer's Workshop, find information on at least sixty composers, play games such as Music Match where users match composers to compositions and travel through the entire site on a musical scavenger hunt to find all the clues and claim a trophy.  This is one that teachers and parents interested in familiarizing young students with the orchestra will want to bookmark.

RELATED REVIEWS:
Fine Arts: Music

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/fine_arts.shtml#Music 

Internet: Interactive Web Sites

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/internet.shtml#Interactive%20Websites 

Internet: WebQuests and Scavenger Hunts

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/internet.shtml#WebQuests%20&%20Scavenger%20Hunts 

Students: Games & Fun Sites

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/students.shtml#Games%20&%20Fun%20Sites
From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
Reading Rockets
http://www.readingrockets.org/

CONTENT:
The Reading Rockets Web site offers a wealth of information on helping young children learn to read. It includes articles, news items, lists of recommended books, interviews with authors and illustrators, and much more.

AESTHETICS:
This is a visually pleasing site. Pastel backgrounds make reading this text-based site easy.

ORGANIZATION:
The design of Reading Rockets allows for easy navigation. The site provides buttons on the top of each page to move through the various sections. A site map is available along with a search feature. The design of Reading Rockets allows for easy navigation. The site provides buttons on the top of each page to move through the various sections. A site map is available along with a search feature.

REVIEW:
The Reading Rockets project was funded by a major grant from the U.S. Department of Education. In addition to this website, the project includes a television series, a national outreach campaign, and various professional development activities for teachers. Designed to be a resource for parents and teachers of young students, the website includes three main sections - Teaching Kids to Read, Helping Kids Who Struggle, and News and Views. Within these sections, readers can locate information on the ABCs of reading, ways to help at home and school, support systems available and research-based teaching techniques. The site also features Forums designed to be used by parents or teachers. Updated daily, the site offers news and resources related to reading instruction. The Book Club section provides monthly book lists and interviews with featured authors and illustrators. The site also provides an opportunity to sign up for a free newsletter delivered monthly by email, so participants can stay up to date with what

 is happening on this comprehensive site.

RELATED REVIEWS:
Language Arts: Reading

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/lang_arts.shtml#Reading

Literature: Children's Literature

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/lit.shtml#Children's

Parents: General

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#General

Teachers: PreK-K

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/teachers.shtml#Pre-K-K

Teachers: Grades 1-5

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/teachers.shtml#1-5

From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
DibDabDoo
http://www.dibdabdoo.com/
CONTENT:
Dibdabdoo is a child safe search engine developed by a parent in the United Kingdom.

AESTHETICS:
The site has a nice, clean layout with colorful child friendly graphics.

ORGANIZATION:
The Dibdabdoo database can be searched by keyword or browsed by category. The Web directory is divided into two sections: Kids and Teens Directory and Education Directory.

REVIEW:
The Dibdabdoo database was created by a parent interested in keeping kids safe online. Links to the Dibdabdoo database are not added through software that crawls the Internet and adds pages indiscriminately. According to the site, Dibdabdoo is a Meta engine that crawls only those sites that have been reviewed by humans and declared to be kid/teen safe. Included at the site are games and fun stuff as well as comics with characters that are based on the personalities of the author's children.

RELATED REVIEWS:
Internet: Directories 

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/internet.shtml#directories

Internet: General 

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/internet.shtml#General

Students: General 

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/students.shtml#General 

Teachers: General 

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/teachers.shtml#General 

Parents: General

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#General

From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
SFS Kids: Fun with Music
http://www.sfskids.org/templates/home.asp?pageid=1

CONTENT:
The San Francisco Symphony Site for Kids is a rich resource for the music teacher or student. It provides kids of all ages the opportunity to "learn, listen and have fun" with music.

AESTHETICS:
The site is colorful and exciting with child friendly graphics. A great Help section is available for downloading and installing necessary plug-ins.

ORGANIZATION:
The site is easy to navigate. There is a top and left side navigation menu to the major areas of the site as well as a handy site map and an onsite search tool.

REVIEW:
The SFS Kids site is a wonderful resource for learning about music. Whether you are interested in starting with a basic introduction to the notes or delving further into tempo, pitch, and harmony, this is the place to go. The Music Lab students can experiment with the sites and sounds by playing a tune with the Performalator or making their own music with the Composerizer. There is a Radio for listening to compositions. Each channel of the radio features a play list on the right with a brief informational piece on the left. The Instruments of the Orchestra section groups the instruments into the four families; strings, woodwinds, brass and percussion. Each of the four categories features information on the different instruments along with sound clips and close up 360 degree pictures. This is a must see site for music teachers and students!

RELATED REVIEWS:
Fine Arts: Music

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/fine_arts.shtml#Music

Internet: Interactive Web sites

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/internet.shtml#Interactive

Students: Games & Fun Sites

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/students.shtml#Games

Parents: Family Fun

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#Family

Parents: Home Schooling

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#Home
From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
Alphabet Soup
http://www.alphabet-soup.net/

CONTENT:
Alphabet Soup offers a variety of useful ideas and activities for teachers and parents of young children. Thematic units, holiday ideas, games, and activities are available here. The site also offers ideas for teaching each letter of the alphabet.  As it is an American sites, there are some varaibles (the date of Mother's Day for example)

AESTHETICS:
The site is easy to read and has minimal graphics along with the text. Banners and other ads throughout the pages are distracting. Some of the pages play music with no option to turn it off.


ORGANIZATION:
Each page of the Alphabet Soup site offers button links down the left side of each page, linking to each major section of the site. Most pages have additional text links at the bottom of the page, although some of these were not accurate links.

REVIEW:
This site contains information and ideas for the early childhood teacher or parent. Information is organized by themes such as Back to School, Apples, Insects, and Weather. In addition to the theme area, each holiday has its own page with ideas, activities, crafts, and links to e-cards that can be personalized. Printable resources are available, such as themed writing paper, bookmarks, and awards. The Parent and Teacher Resource page offers links to Alphabites, the alphabet resource section, links for parents and teachers, and to the Teacher Tools page. Teacher Tools offers many other printable activities including seasonal tracing sheets. Other pages at this site include ideas for craft and art activities, book lists by theme, humorous classroom stories, and the Kindergarten Kafe page - with recipes dictated by kindergarteners. The site also offers an opportunity to purchase personalized letters from the Tooth Fairy, various holiday characters, and special birthday letters. 

Although parts of this site are commercial, many valuable resources are offered here for free. This site is worth a look if you are working with young children!

RELATED REVIEWS:
Parents: General

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#General

Parents: Home Schooling

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/parents.shtml#Home

Teachers: PreK-K

http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/topics/teachers.shtml#PreK-K

From Education World
http://www.educationworld.com/
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