Monkeyjam Animation Software
Basic Instructions
· Connect your camera/memory card with your images on. Alternatively, copy the images from the camera or card into a folder on the computer.
· Double click the Monkeyjam icon to open the programme
· When the Monkeyjam window opens, click ‘settings’ at the top to set the programme up how you want it. 
· ‘FPS’ stands for Frames Per Second, i.e. how many pictures you need to take for each second of footage. For short projects/workshops I normally set it at ‘12’, for more ambitious projects and longer films you can get a maximum framerate of 24.

· Image format: there are options for png, jpeg and bmp, select according to requirements (I normally go for jpeg)
· Preferences: Here you can set the defaults for future projects e.g. the framerate, the folder where you want files to save etc. This just saves time for the next project!
Don’t worry about the other settings, if in doubt leave it on the defaults (
· Next, click File > Import > Images. This will open a window which allows you to search for your images. Ignore the top drop down menu,  in the second little box you will see the computer drives, so search through until you find your folder – click on it to see the contents in the box below.
· You will see the image files in the bottom left box, and need to select all the ones you want to import (You cannot see them as thumbnails here, so if there are any you don’t want it’s best to delete them either before this point, or by going into My Computer or Windows Explorer to sort through them and delete the ones you don’t want). Select them all by clicking on the first one (top left), then scrolling along to the last one (bottom right), holding down the Shift button and clicking on the last one. Then click the ‘Add Files’ button, and then the ‘Import’ button.
· All your images should now appear in a column – the next step is to ‘export’ them so that they become a single movie file. Go to File > ‘Export avi’.
· A window will open which allows you to choose where to save your movie file and choose the export settings. 
· Choose a location to save your file, and give it a name. Make sure the file name has .avi at the end! If you forget, you can always find the file after it has exported and rename it with the avi extention, it should still work. 

· Under ‘Image Size’, select the desired size for your finished video. DV PAL is television standard, so I would advise going for that. You don’t want DV NTSC as that is an American television standard, and won’t look very good on European systems. You also don’t want ‘Image Size’, as the native image size on stills cameras tends to be very large! The other sizes are in pixels, so more suitable for mobile phones or websites such as youtube.
· Under ‘Video compressor’, go for ‘DV Video encoder’ , this is a high quality compressor – the others are more suited to videos for websites.
· To the right of the ‘video compressor’ box, click on the word ‘settings’ and select ‘PAL’ (the other defaults are fine) – click ‘OK’
· Click ‘save movie’
· The movie will then export – when it is finished the little box will close and you can go to the folder where you asked it to save. Double click the file to open it – it will usually open in Windows Media Player, but it depends what is the default video player on your system. 
· These are very basic instructions – google for the Monkeyjam website to find more help.

