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Internet Safety

The Think U Know website has lots of information and is split into different areas depending on if you are a teacher, parent or child.  This should be your first port of call.

Visit:  www.thinkuknow.co.uk
There are several aspects to internet safety:

1.  Blocking websites that are unsuitable.  Often called a ‘firewall’.  Your internet service provider should be able to advise you on what you need.  

If there are different people using the computer you may need different levels depending on the user.  School projects on ‘Offa’s Dyke’ are a good example.  Most high level firewalls will block the word ‘dyke’.

Bear in mind a firewall is not enough on its own.  Children can find ways round them, and an older sibling can access all sorts of things that the younger child might then see.  

2.  Training and supporting children.  While the internet has fantastic benefits for children, there are also risks.  It is impossible to totally protect children from accessing unsuitable content, bullying and online fraud.  At some point children will experience at least one of these, so it is important they are confident in knowing what to do.  In the same way that children have to learn how to cross a road safely they must be given the tools and skills to use the internet safely.  At the pre-school level this will be very basic, but it should be included in the work you do.

3.  Dolphin safety screen.  On the Think U Know website you can download a very simple program that puts a dolphin in the corner of the computer screen.  If the child sees something they don’t like, they can click on the dolphin and the screen will be covered.  This means that a parent, carer or teacher can go back and see what the child has viewed and report it, without reloading the website (which could get them in trouble).

4. Staff and parent training.  Shropshire Council is doing a lot of work in 2009 around E-safety and there will be a number of training courses available.  Keep your eye out for things happening in your area.
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