ICT in the Early Years
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Children should…
1.  Find out about and identify the uses of everyday technology.  Make use of communication technology and programmable toys to support their learning.

2.  Have opportunities to use ICT to develop skill across the areas of learning.   For example:


talking books for early reading


a paint program to develop early mark making


a telephone for speaking and listening


video and television to find things out.

3.  Be encouraged to observe and talk about the use of ICT in the environment on local walks, e.g. traffic lights, bar code scanners etc.

4.  Be encouraged to show each other how to use ICT equipment

What is ICT in the Foundation Stage?

Initial exploratory use of a range of equipment e.g.

· Tape recorders, listening stations, video recorders

· Programmable, talking and radio controlled toys.

· Activity centres, musical keyboards

· Digital cameras

· Computers with a variety of software, CD packages, email and the Internet

· Everyday uses of ICT such as telephones, fax machines, TV and photocopiers.

General principles for determining the appropriateness of ICT

· Applications should:

· Be educational

· Encourage collaboration

· Integration and play through ICT

· The child should be in control

· Be transparent and intuitive

· Applications should not contain violence or stereotyping

· Conform to health and safety legislation
For more information visit:
Surestart and ICT
www.surestart.gov.uk/resources/childcareworkers/technology/

ICT in the Early Years

http://foundation.e2bn.org/

Developmentally Appropriate Technology for Early Childhood (DATEC).  www.ioe.ac.uk/cdl/datec/datecfrm1.htm
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